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OUR WAR EFFORT. 

The yeAr 1945 is a year that long will be 

remembered with V.E. Day the 7th of ~y and 

V.J. DRy the l oth of An~st. 

As Mr. Cbarchill said t ~ the CanAdiAn boys 

Rbo~rd the Queen ElizAbeth on his trip to the 

United States this year. "The Old llBg flies; 

the t a sk is accomplished and the dnty done; oar 

fatare is in oar own hAnds ·" • 

One of the greatest fetes of the 11 Worl~ 

WRr was the wonderfal acc omplishment the boys 

from all Allied Coantries did by giving their 

time ~ nd many times their lives to make thia 

world a good p lace to live for the r est of aa. 

We woa ld like to honor the boys who aft 

oar c~mmanity to join the ser Tioes or Wh ose 

fRmiliee lived in this commanity at the time of 

the war: 

Trooper Kenneth Joseph White - Overseae-2 years.Ki l led in action. 
Pte. Pranklin Begg - 2 months 
p.s. Gnnner Harold Bowlby - Oversees - 1 year 
Pte. Ne lson Bow l by - 3 years 
Pte. H•rold Batler - 1 year Rnd o months 
LAC Ernest Carroll - 3 years 
Pte. Stephen Poria - 2i years 
Spr. George HAll - Overseas 5 years 3 months 
Pte. ~rl McCurdy - Oversees 5 months - service 2 years 
L/Cpl. l'ergas Hagh McCall - 4 ~ere occnpation in Germany 
Signalman LeonArd Silcox R.C.R. London-OverseAs 2 years. 
LAC DonRld Tr•vere - 3 years 
W02 Edwin Trimble - Post~l Corp. b years - Overse•s 
P/ L Noble Tafford - 4 years service - 2i years overse,..s. 
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St. Thomas Relatives Meet in Britain 

U NCLE and nephew from St.' Tbomu, Oat., had a reunion recen~ at headquarters of the R. C. A. 
F. Bomber Group in Britalo. Lt.·OoL llo7 A. GUbert, left. commads the Bale Dental Compan7 

which provides dental care tor the thousands of Canadians lD the aroup'l heavy bomber squadron~. 
With him ia ha nephew, Flyiq Officer Noble Tufford, of MJ4dlemarc:h, now instrucijnJ at an ~ A. 

'II' !ltltlln"-CR. C'! A F . pJM)io). 

£1.. CJ. . lf7 a.~ ~ ~ fo+:l uf 
?7/~. '~~~~ .~. Silo '/~ . -~ ~ ~ 
~~~~- e~~I'-/L,~. 
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/ ur. and urs. Ch~rles Rivers who lived in 

onr community for several years had five s ons 

serve oar c,antry~~are: 
Gnr. c.R. Rivers - Served Overseas 4 ye~rs -

Ser'"ice 4i years 
Gnr. H.E. RiverA - Served OverseAs 4i years-

Service 5 years. Woande,. 
Pte. G. p. Rivers - 4 yeArs Over seAs. Service 

4i yer:trs. 
li years pte . W. L. Rivers - GermAn OncnpAt1on. 

over seas. 
Pte. s.J. R1vere - Serving in London. Ont. 

Detension BArrAcks 1 yeAr service. 

Ae eAch boy enlisted from onr district he 

received A gift from the community as a token of • 

good will from his home friends. 

While the boys from oar community were 

o'"erseas. the groa~ packed And sent them boxes 

of f ood stnffs and other Articles bArd t~ obtAin 

in EnglAnd. ItAly Rnd the other occupied c onntriea. 

The boys on this side of the ocean received cards 

at different seasons of the year. 

Daring the earlier stAges of the wAr we 

bel~ed serve lancbea At the Hostess Honse At 

FingAl Bombing And Gannery School to the boys 

and girls etat1,ned there. We Also assisted in 

the progrAm at the Legion HAll 1n St. Thomr:te, a 

SundAy Evening Hoar for boys And girls in Service: 

And s erved l •tnoh to them After the progrAm. 
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.J=:-:S . GUNN1E~ HAROLD BOWLBY 

MA )' II o . I if lf Lf . 

TR.J. V EJ"f ~ , 

PTE. N ELSor< Bow L.B)". 

Pt.- . 1-/ JJ R OJ.-D IE u /Lee 
/ n ('I" o n t c, ,:' 8a r ra c K' 5 

vune~-n ·B. C. 
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The Blood Clinic " "" P~ ooJ Ea.."ll" •:ras sc!!let:.ri ::1g to be proud of in St. 

Thomas and we had a little share in its wonderful accomplishments. 

Mrs. Don Begg gave very generously her t ime nursing at the Clinic . 

Those listed below were donors to the blood bank from our 

Community: 

Mr. Trevor Stinchcombe 
Mrs. Vera Smoke 
Mrs. Stanley Lyle 
Mr. Wm. D. Lyle 
Mr. Robert Lyle 
Mrs. Ella Dowler 
Mrs. Harry Dubber 
Mr . & Mrs. Jim Curtis 
Miss Ann Tufford 

Mr. Frank Curtis 
Mr. John McNiven 
Mr. B:rilce Lyle 
Mr. Ivan Lewis 
Mr. Kenneth Butler 
Mr. Walter Travers 
Mr. James Carroll 

We also served several dinners to the service personnel who donated 

their blood. At times there were as many as 100 donors in an 

afternoon. 

A group of our ladies took the course on Home Nursing in order to 

be able to assist in case of emergencies in the home which '!rTas 

very necessary due to the shortage of Doctors and Nurses. 

During the six years of the war a great deal of knitting was done 

both for the services and the civilians. The total amount being 

813 articles. We would like to give special mention to Mrs. 

Thomas Dubber, one of our Charte~ Members, who did so very much 

for the Overseas knitting. During these war years she has knitted 

164 articles. 

The sewing done during these years was another tremendous item 

with a total number of 600 articles. Mrs. Ross Tufford, Miss M. 

Lyle and Mrs. Robert Dowler were the convenors and cutters for 

all the period and well deserve a great deal of credit. Mrs. 

George Carroll spent many, many hours of time and labour to 

make 37 wool quilts for the Red Cross and well deserves hearty 

recognition. The ladies of Middlemarch United Church also made 

numerous quilts for the Red Cross. 

Six of our ladies very diligently and consistantly attended all 

the Red Cross meetings at Fingal and worked very hard to accom

plish the work set out before them. These ladies are: Mrs. w. Lyle, 

Mrs. R. Tufford, Miss M. Lyle, Mrs . H. Dubber, Mrs. J.R. Futcher 

and !-Irs. R. Dowler. Mrs. K. Butler acted as j;emporary secretary 
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for t he Red Cr oss at Fingal for about 6 mont hs and Mrs. W. Lyl e 

has been the Red Cross secretary for the past two years . Miss 

Maude War dell kindly t yped out many Red Cr oss Knitting instructions 

to hel p wit h her shar e of the war wor k . 

~fu:ile the Air For ce men and \•romen wer e stationed at the T. T. S. 

and the Fingal Bombing and Gunnery School, several members hel ped 

entertain these boys and girl s by having them out f or dinners and 

showing t hem a gener al good time and a homey atmosphere. Also some 

made room in their homes for living quarters or fixed up houses, 

for those in need to help in a l i t tle way t he extreme shor tage of 

housi ng in and around St. Thomas. 

There l'lere several oppor tunities for our members to take the Ai r 

For ce boys our on sight seeing excursions, showing them the parts 

of i nterest in st. Thomas and the sur r ounding District . 

The Jam for Britain campai gn was oioneered by the Nor folk County 

\'iomen1 s Institute with Mrs. R. B. Bar rett of ?ort Dover the ori

ginator of the idea. l>frs . Barrett got the i dea for a "Jam for 

Britai n Campaign" l'lhile visiting the l ast Canadian National Ex

hibition in Tor onto in 1939 and immediately took steps to get it 

started on her return home. The Por t Dover ne\vspaoer helped 

t r emendously by l'lriting up the campaign right up to the time of 

shipoing. That season the whole of NorfoD< County only sent five 

tons of Jam but it was the beginning of a Domini on vdde camoaign. 

'!'he Norfolk ~lomen 1 s Institute had to oay for all their o.m cans , 

labels a.nd shipping, then the next s ea son the Red Cross a r ranged 

all this allO\ving the Norfolk County ladies to keeo their own 

distinctive labels in recognition of their pioneer i ng this great 

work. Jam making per gaps was one of the biggest ef forts of all 

our ladies to help suopl y the needs of the other Allied Countries 

less fort unate than ourselves. 

During the war years, as a group, we made over 3 , 000 pounds of 

jam including cases of honey. Some of the honey was donated by 

individuals of the Institute and we received generous gifts of 

money and sugar from other inst itutes , individuals other than f rom 

Institutes and the school children from S. S.#l4. 

Raising money was another problem but was as well done as the other 
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projects undertaken. :Je catered to sup Jers for the Business Gi rl ' s 

Club and Secondary Teachers, had a Tea , Bazzar and Rood Sale once 

a year, held dances, card· parties, and several other methods: one 

big effort to raise money was done by t he school children of S. S. 

#14 who worked hard collecting pounds and pounds of salvage and l 

turned over all their money to the Red Cross. In the ear lier part 

of the war the school children made an afghan consisting of 63 
knitted blocks each 6 inches square , which, when finished was sent 

to the refugees. Yhe girls having a part in the making of this 

afghan v1ere Cathryn Lyle, Louise Lyle, Joan vlilson, Elizabeth Foris , 

Viola Erskine, Amy Futcher, Betty Ann Begg, Margaret Dubber and 

Eleanor Lyle . The girls met at diff erent homes to make this afghan 

and through the collections taken at these meetings they purchased 

a wool blanket which they also sent to the refugees. The girls 

also knitted wash clothes, scarves and socks for part of their 

share to'\·Tards the war effort. 

The \vomen' s Institute sent many little contributions for such funds: 

Seeds for Britain, Greek Relief, Chinese Relief, Mobile Kitchen and 

individual members sent used clothing for war stricked countries, 

furs to be made into fur jackets for seamen and many, many pairs 

of wool blankets were sent for those bombed- out peoples. 

Our men and women on the farm had a big task to do by the demands 

for the incr easing of production of farm produce and had to over

come the extreme shortages of labour and machine~. We can well 

be proud of the fact that these demands were very v1ell met. 

Perhaps the greatest of all work that everyone , children and grown

ups alike , had ~ small part to do and did very well, was the 

pledging and buying of war stamps, certificates and bonds. 

We are proud that the war effort of our district made up part of 

Canada ' s splendid war contribution. We feel now, that as Churchill 

said, "Only the same steadfastness and purpose l'lith l-lhich it 

fought the war is needed to ensure that the British Commonweal th, 

glorious and free, will for.m a structure and or ganization in which 

ther e will be room for all and a fair chance for all. 11 

"l-irs. Kenneth Butler" 
11Roberta Butler" 
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W·\? S May Deyt. 

CAkDlfiP 

On be-half of the. 

Wa-r-distressed People 

of 

CrreatBritain ErNotthe-rn Ireland 
the 

Women"s \Jolunta_ry Ser'\1ices 

tende-r thanks to you 
fo-r your gene-rous he~ 

given during 
the long yea-rs of bo.ttl~ asaiust 

Nazi o/~ant_ry. 

Chairman 

''Yea. a. joyful a net yleasant thin3 1t is to bQ, tho.nkfu.l ~ 
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CChe c.0ntario {g;v;s;oJtJ, o[lhe 

anad;an c{j(eJ @,.,·oss doc;elJJ expresses sincere 

apprecial~·on lo · 

a~~-£w~~. 
{or spec;a/ service in ~~~e work o[the c{j(eJ @ross 

during lhe war pears, 1939 = 1945· 
• 

Ak~ 
President 



Women's Institute 

1897 - 1947 

Rodney Branch 

1906 - 1947 

We Treasure the Past; 
We Face the Future. 
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